Yew Tree Nursing Home

December Gazette

At last a gazette with some good news. We can con-
firm that we will be reopening to visitors from
Monday 8th December. Sadly there will be some re-
strictions with the reopening which are detailed as
follows:

Government guidelines state that each resident
should have one key visitor utilizing Covid safe vis-
itor zones within the home with a maximum of two
overall. After some discussion we felt it was fairer
to allow two key visitors per resident. Each family
will have to identify two key visitors and advise the
office of who they will be. Please note each key visi-
tor will have to consent to weekly testing for Covid.
We appreciate this may be frustrating and disap-
pointing to some families as every resident will
have more people who would like to visit especially
due to Christmas. But we have to consider the safe-
ty of all of the residents and staff members within
the home.

Visits will only take place in the visitors room and
not in the rest of the home at this stage.

All visits are to be prebooked with Carol or Vicky
only Monday to Friday. If you can’t reach us by
phone you can email Vicky.yewtree@gmail.com or
message via Facebook. Visits will be booked for a
maximum of 45minutes and a staff member will be
assigned to the room to assist residents. We ask all
visitors to arrive before their allotted time to allow
for the completion of the risk assessment and
Covid test.

During the visit if families would like to utilize the
IPAD or laptop to contact extended family mem-
bers then please let Carol and Vicky know at the

time of booking.

Window Visits

Window visits are still available
but these must be booked in ad-
vance to ensure we don’t have
too many visitors onsite at any
one time. Please ensure social
distancing is adhered to at all
times during your time at the
home.

Lounges Telephone Calls

BT are continuing with the
works for installing the phone
lines in the two main lounges.
These are being delayed as new
cabling is being fitted to the r
home from the exchange which

will provide a dedicated internet
link as the new phones will run
on a cloud system. We will up-
date you as soon as these works
are completed. Thank you for
your patience.

Please note we reserve the right
to close the home at any time
should council guidelines in-
struct us to do so.
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Christmas Decorations

" Due to the ongoing Covid situation the decorating of the

home will have to be scaled back to account for infection
control practices. This year we will have Christmas trees in

~ the two main lounges and the visitors room. No decorations

will be placed on the corridors. If you would like a Christmas
tree in your own room this is fine and arrangements can be
made with your family for them to drop off any Christmas
Decorations at reception. Please note however if we have
an outbreak within the home they will have to be disposed
of so please bare this in mind when bringing in your decora-
tions. Activities staff will assist the residents with the deco-
rating of their room.

Christmas Celebrations

Just a little reminder our Christmas Celebrations will kick off
with a bang with the residents Christmas Party on Saturday
19th December 2020. Please note there will be no visits on
this day. Staff are welcome to join the celebrations to help
the residents enjoy a fabulous time. Fancy Dress is option-

Donation to Halesbury School

Gifts /Letters

If you drop off any parcels to
the home please place them on
the racking by the front door
clearly marked with the resi-
dents name. Please place any
letters/cards in the black box
and these items will be distrib-
uted by the staff after 72
hours.

Uniforms

From Monday 14th December
to Sunday 3rd January all the
staff (except the kitchen staff
due to Health and Safety) are
provided with the option to
wear Christmas themed cloth-
ing if they wish instead of their
company uniforms. So Get Your
Christmas T’shirts / Jumpers
Ready. Christmas clothing is to
be treated the same as uni-
forms and washed under infec-

selection boxes. Well done Edna!!l.

Once again we have donated 144 selection boxes to the local Halesbury school.
Halesbury is a Special education school located in Blackheath and we have had a
special link with the children in previous years and they have spent time in the home
undertaking activities with our residents. However due to covid we have been unable
to continue with this this year. Hopefully we can continue with the visits in 2021. A
huge thank you to our resident Edna Biggs who worked tirelessly wrapping all of the




Recognition Awards

On Monday 23rd November 2020 we undertook a small ceremony to thank all the
staff who worked during the Covid outbreak in May/June. All the staff worked very

E hard during a challenging time and we wanted to show our appreciation. All staff
i% involved were requested to attend the home throughout the afternoon so we didn’t
) have too many staff in the building at any one time. Carol gave each of the teams a
little speech as follows
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“Yew Tree Management have seen fit to invite staff to this award ceremony to
acknowledge hard work, dedication, commitment and above all courage during the
pandemic. The staff deserve recognition for all their efforts. Most impressive was
the control of meals and cleaning in difficult circumstances especially with the heat
due to the time of the year and wearing full PPE. Care delivered was exceptional
and we would like to congratulate you all. Special thanks to Vicky who supplied my
“battle plan folder”, sourcing PPE and everything needed in between. Vicky was in-
strumental in setting up the unit and worked tirelessly at my side throughout”.

All staff received a certificate of appreciation, a bottle of
Prosecco and a new Care Badge. Thank you again to each of |
you.

Birthdays Emplovee
7th December Brenda Sedgwick

Thi th 1 fth th
17th December Margaret St John 15 MONEAS en.lp. oyee o e.mon
d January Gail Williams & Edna Biggs goes to Holly Williams. Holly is a new
2N ) Y Eve Miel N 99 member of staff working in the kitch-
uth January Eve Mielczare en who is working very hard and has
19th January Diane Bishton

settled very quickly in her new role.
3oth January Betty Wordsall

Well Done Holly keep up the good



