By Vicky Mills

January 2021

Yew Tree Gazette
Welcome to your first Gazette of 2021. Firstly
we would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who donated towards our staff Christmas
fund. Everyone was very generous and it assisted us in providing each staff member with a
lovely Christmas Hamper. Each gift hamper included a selection of mini jams, chutneys and
spreads. Alcohol miniatures to include Baileys,
Jägermeister, Gin and premixed cocktail.
Crackers, panettone cake, Christmas cake,
Christmas pudding, Florentines, matchmaker
chocolates, chocolate Christmas robins and a few more
little items. I had a lot of fun making them and the hamper was very well received by staff. So on behalf of all the
staff we would like to say a huge thank to all the residents and their families. We would also like to thank the
staff members who assisted with compiling the hampers
in my absence.

Vaccination Update
It is my pleasure to advise you that the first vaccinations
have now taken place for residents within the home. We
currently don’t have a date for the second round of vaccinations but we will advise you as soon as we do.

School Penpals
We were very lucky to receive some pen pal letters from
students at the Earls High School, Windsor High School
and Lutley Primary School before Christmas. The activities
staff will be assisting the residents to respond to the students in the next few weeks. If you would also like to participate and respond to the letters please speak to the activities staff and they will provide you with some letters to
respond to.

Hill Side Ladies
Hillside Ladies have
once again been very
generous and made some
lovely and thoughtful
Christmas gifts for the
residents. The gifts consisted of a knitted Santa
bag and contained some
miniature goodies.
We would like to say a
huge thank you to the
group for their generosity on behalf of the home
and each resident.

Updates to Visitor Testing
Employee Of The
Month
This month we would
like to reward Employee
of the month to Jaye
Mills. Jaye was nominated by staff members
for his kindness and
thoughtfulness towards
both staff and residents.
Jaye was also nominated by management for
his hard work and constant support to the
staff team whether he is
assisting in many of the
departments whether
this is the kitchen, administration or activities. Jaye has also
played an active part in
the testing practices
within the home for
Covid.
Well Done Jaye!!!.
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Yew Tree Nursing Home remains open to visitors with all
visits taking place in the visitors room. The visitors room is
covid secure and has screen
which will continue to be in
situ until the local areas return
to a lower tier system. At present visitors are to continue to
wear PPE and face masks
throughout their visit.
Visits within the home are only
available under special circumstances with social distancing
and PPE practices in place.
Currently all visitors to the
home undertake a Covid test
which is sent to the lab and
results are back within three/

five days. From Monday the
1st February 2021 we will be
changing the type of testing
used and all future tests undertaken will be the lateral flow
tests. An information booklet
has been sent to all families
explaining what is involved.
Testing will take place in our
testing zone at the front of the
building. The test takes between 30 to 45 minutes to undertake so please allow plenty
of time before your visit to
complete all necessary paperwork and testing practices. If
you have any questions please
speak to Carol or Vicky.

Lounge Telephone Calls
The residents new phone lines are now set up and ready for
use contact details are as follows:
Front Lounge Residents
01243 967 229, 07485 349 800 or 07485 349 803
Garden Lounge Residents
01243 967 230, 07485 349 801 and 07485 349 802
Please can we ask families to use these phone numbers to contact residents with immediate effect and not ring the main
phone line.
Please only use the main phone lines to discuss medical
matters with the nurses or to book visits. The new phone lines
will ensure we can keep the phone free for contacting emergency services, the GP and other healthcare professionals as
and when needed.

Date for Your
Diary
Opticians Vision
call will be visiting
the home on the
18th February to undertaken eye tests
for residents. The
optical staff will be
tested prior to entering the home.

January
Brainteaser

Snow News
Due to the fabulous location of Yew Tree Nursing Home we enjoy a lot
of the benefits of a countryside setting, like peace and quiet or visits
from wildlife like our foxes and badger. However this also means that
our winters can be quite severe which has been the case with the recent
snow fall. We would like to say a huge thank you to all the staff who
made their way to work ensuring that the residents were well looked
after. A special mention should also go to Carol Lightwood, Katie Voloch, Sarah Potts, Mark Carpenter and Michael Carpenter who stayed
overnight on the first night in case staff were not able to make their way
in. Yew Tree really do have the most dedicated of staff.

You are on the bank
of a river. You have to
get a fox, a hen, and
corn to the other side
of the river. If left
alone, the fox will eat
the hen, and the hen
will eat the corn if left
alone. The boat is only
big enough to take you
and one other three to
the other side.
See page 5 for answer.
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Winter Menu’s
New winter menus are now available for residents. We have also
introduced a new all day menu that residents can order their selection from at any time throughout the day. A copy is available in the
communal lounges and in each bedroom. If families would like to
see a copy of the new menu’s please speak to Vicky or Carol and a
copy will be made available. Menu’s have been prepared by our
new dietary advisor Carol Lightwood who has recently completed a
Dietary Advisors Course. Well Done Carol.

WILDLIFE WATCH
We had a very brave visitor in the gardens recently. A little fox has
been spending time around Duncan and Merry Legs paddocks. The
fox even popped in to check on the works John was undertaking
while building the new feed shed, we hope he was happy with the
work. We’ll let you know if he visits again.

The Sun Pub
Following the start of the
recent lockdown The Sun
Pub from the village donated fresh produce and
cakes tor the residents
enjoyment. We would like
to say a huge thank you to
them and we hope to join
them very soon with our
residents for an afternoon
of fun.
www.sunpubhalesowen.
co.uk

Environmental Health
Inspection
In November we had an
inspection from the Environmental Health team
and it is my pleasure to
advise you that the kitchen received a full five star
rating for food hygiene.
Well Done to all the
kitchen staff on the new
rating.

4

Residents
Birthdays
30th Jan Betty Wordsall
23rd Feb Stanley Lane

Answer for January
Brainteaser
First take the hen
across. Leave the hen.
Go back and get the fox.
Take the fox to the other side. Leave the fox
there, but take the hen
with you back to get the
corn. Leave the hen and
take the corn to the other side. Drop the corn
off with the fox, then go
back to get the hen.
Bring the hen to the
other side. All 3 make it
fully intact!
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